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To THE 


PEOPLE or ENGLAND. 


N queſtions of politics, as well as of religion and IRAN plain and fimple ideas are always to be 
preferred to the more complex and refined. 
It appears to be a very evident truth, that the conſtant and fatal ſubjeQion of the majority of the 
Commons Houſe of Parliament to the will of the Miniſter, ariſes from the IMpERFECTION or irs Con- 
STITUTION—0or, in other words, from the inequality of the repreſentation, the unwarrantable reſtrictions 
of that right of voting to which every Eoglifhman is intitled, and the prolongation of Parliaments 8 
their antient annual period. 


It alſo appears to be a ſelf-evident propoſition that a Parliament, conſtituted upon the preſent pla, 


cannot be expected to take any part whatever in its own reformation. 


A new election, therefore, upon the preſent plan, affords us no proſpect of redreſs. 171 

Upon a diſſolutioa of Parliament, the power of delegation returns again to the people. And common 
ſenſe will ſarely dictate to the people, that if the preſeat plan of delegation i is n the right 
of altering it is entirely and excluſively veſted in themſelves. 

The Duke of Richmond, by his motion in the Houſe of Lords in favour of an annual, . and uni- 
verſal repreſentation of the Commons Major Cartwright, in the People's Barrier againſt undue Influence and 
Corruption—The Declaration of the Right of the Commonalty, ſigned A xEAL FRIEND oF THE PEOPLE— 
The Weſtminſter Sub-committee, by their Report of the 27th of laſt May—and the Rev. Mr. Northcote in 
an admirable pamphlet lately publiſhed, intitled, Corrupt Influence removed, and the Conftitution Wire, 


have pointed out plain and practicable methods of effecting this important purpoſe. 


Mr. Burgh, the excellent author of the Political Diſquifitions, has very juſtly obſerved, that “ The 


people's right of annually electing deputies to repreſent the m in Parliament was, at the time of the Triennial 


Act, as much a part of their birthright as the freedom of their perſons. —That they had enjoyed it longer 


than Magna Charta without violation, till the times of Charles I.—That it was therefore no more in the 


power of any ſingle King and Parliament to deprive the people of this right, than of Magna Charta: and 
that the people have now a right at any time to reſume their original power, and to elect only vox oNE YEAR, 
declaring, That they will not yield obedience to one act made in a SECOND year of the ſame Parliament.” 
The higheſt honour would be due to that ny of, the People, in which the following propoſition 
Mall be firſt adopted: 
« That it is the ſenſe of the wnaprTanTs of this n (or city) that ( ) perſons be appointed a 


Committee, for the purpoſe of deliberating with the Committees of like diſpoſed counties upon the ſtate 


of the nation; That the members of this Committee be hereby authorized to exerciſe all ſuch powers as 
by immemorial uſage do belong to the Commons Houſe of Parliament ; That they be alſo inveſted with the 
further power of aſſenting, in conjunction with the king and herefitary nobility, to ſuch regulations as 
may be propoſed, for the purpoſe, of eſtabliſhing an equal and adequate repreſentation of the people in 
Anuual Parliaments, agreeable to the antient conſtitution and cuſtoms of this realm; and, That this 
commiſſion terminate at the end of ) months. 

In your collective capacity you are the third branch of the legiſlature of this country your Repreſen- 
tatives are your agents, conſtitutionally ſubject at all times to your controul, and depending ſolely for their 
political exiſtence upon your good pleaſure, A diſſolution of Parliament, however, furniſhes you with 
the happieſt opportunity of carrying into effect any plan which ſhall be propoſed for your deliverance. It 
will be a harder taſk, when, by a New Election without the proper reſtrictions, you ſhall have again 
given your countenance to a Septennial Delegation' of your power. 

I am full of anxious apprehenſions for my country; I wiſh to ſee it the favoured ſeat of Liberty and 
virtue; and I therefore wiſh that you may embrace the opportunity of reformation winch the preſent hour 
affords you—if you ſuffer it to paſs from you 10 ARE UNDORE. 


ALFRED. 


SEPTEMBER 2, 1780. 


